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SECTION 4

Definitions

4.1 Accessible

The term “accessible,” when referring to a backflow prevention assembly, shall mean capable of
being reached for testing and/or maintenance, but which first may require the removal of an access panel,
door, or similar obstruction. (See Readily Accessible.)

4.2 Administrative Authority

The term “administrative authority” shall mean the individual official, board, department, Or agency
established and authorized by a state, county, city, or other political subdivision created by law to administer
and enforce the provisions of the cross-connection control program.

. 43 Air gap

, The term “air gap” shall mean a physical separation between the free flowing discharge end of a
i potable water supply pipeline and an open Or pON-Pressure receiving vessel. An “‘approved air gap” shall be

B ‘at least double the diameter of the supply pipe measured vertically above the overflow rim of the vessel —
in no case less than 1 inch (2.54 cm). (Additional reference: ASME A112.1.2-1991 Air Gaps in Plumbing
Systems 1) See Fig. 4.1,

EXAMPLE:

Pipe diameter: 3-inches (76 mm)

Air Gap: 2 x 3-inches = 6-inches
(152 mm)

D‘ameter - Ail‘ Gap = 2X"D"

(Min. 1 inch)

Fig. 4.1
Air Gap

1 .
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 345 Bast 47th Street, New York, NY 10017 (212) 705-7736
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